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(By Bert Smiley.) 

St. Peter stood guard iit the Golden Gate, 
With a solemn mien and air sedate, 
When up to the (op of the golden stair 
A man and a woman ascended there, 
Applied for admission. They came and stood 
Before St. Peter, so great and good. 
In hope the City of Peace to win, 
And asked St. Peter to let them in. 

The woman was tall and lank and thin, 
With a scraggy heardlet upon her chin; 
The man was short and thick and stout, 
His stomach was built bo it rounded out; 
His face was pleasant and all the while 
He wore a kindly and genial smile. 
The choirs in the distance the echoes woke, 
And the man kept still while the woman spoke. 

"Oh, thou who "Hardest the gale," said she, 
"We two DOOM hither beseeching thee 
To let us enter the heavenly land, 
And play our harps with the heavenly baud; 
Of me, St. I'eter, there is no doubt, 
There's nothing from heaven to bar me out. 
I've been to meeting three times a week, 
And almost always I'd rise and speak, 

I've told the sinners about the day 

When they'd repent of their evil way; 

I've told my neighbors I've told them all 

'Bout Adam and Kve, and the Primal Fall; 

I've shown them what they'd have to do 

Of thev'd pass in with the chosen feu. 

I've marked their path of duty clear, — 

Laid out the plan for their whole career; 

I've talked and talked to them loud and long, 

For my lungs are good and my voice is strong; 

So, good St. Peter, you will surely see 

The gate of heaven is open to me. 

But my old man, 1 regret to say, 

Hasn't walked in exactly the narrow way; 

He smokes and he swears ami grave faults he's got, 

And I don't know whether he'll pass or not. 

He never would pray with earnest rim. 

Or mo to revival, or join a hymn; 

So I have to leave him in sorrow there 

While I, with the ehosen, unite in prayer. 

He ate what the pantry chanced to afford, 



While 1. in my purity, sang to the Lord; 

And if cucumbers were all he got 
.It's a chance if he merited them or not, — 
[But. Oh, Si. Peter, I love him so, 

To the pleasures of heaven please 'let him go. 

*' h e done enough, a saint '.I'v been — ■ 
W"ti 't that atone.' Can't you let him in f 
fly grim gospel, I know 'tis so 
That the unrepentant must fry below. 
But isn't there some way that you can see 
Thai he may enter who's dear to me? 
' It's a narrow go spel which 1 pray. 
But the chosen expect to lind Some way 
.Of coaxing or fooling or bribing you, 
s 6o that their relations can amble through. 
i\nd say. St. Peter, it seems to me 
That irate isn't kept as it ought to be; 
You ought to stand right by the opening there 
And never sit down in that easy chair; 
And say. Si. Peter, my sight is dimmed, 
Bui 1 don't like the way your whiskers are trimmed; 
They're cut too wide, and outward toss; 
, They'd look much better, cut straight across. 
Well, we must be going our crowns to win. 
TS open. St. Peter, and we'll pass in." 
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St. Peter sat quiet and stroked his staff. 
But. in spite of his office, he had to laugh; 
Then said, with a fiery gleam in his eye: 
"Who's tending this gate.— you or If" 
."'VAnd then he arose in his stature tall. 
And pressed a button upon the wall, 
And said to the imp that answered the bell: 

• -?."K. t this female around to hell." 

•.^••The man stood still as a piece of stone — 
Stood sadly, gloomy, there alone,— 
A life long settled idea he hnd 
That his wife was good and he was bad; 

i 

He thought that if the woman went down below 
That he would certainly have to go — 
That if she went to the region dim 
There wasn't a ghost of a show for him. 
Slowly he turned, by habit bent. 
To follow wherever the woman went; 
St. Peter, standing on duty there. 
Observed that the top of his head was bare; 
He called the gentleman back and said: 
"Friend, how long have yon been wedt" 
"Thirty years." (with a weary sigh)— 
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And then ha thoughtfully added. "Why!" 

St. Peter was silent, with hc;i<l bent doWB 

Be raised his hat ami seretehed bia mown: 
'I hen. seeming a different thought i" tahe, 

Slowly, hall' In himself, he spake: 

•' Thirty years with that w an I here.' 

No Wonder the man hasn't got any hair! 

"Swearing i* srieked*- Booking's ao good, — 

He mokad nnd lie swore.— ] should think he won Id! 
Thirty years with that tongttS so sharp! 

II..: Angel Gabriel, give him a harp! 

A .jeweled harp with a golden String I 
Good s r. pass in where the anjrels sin- ! 
Gabriel, give him a seat alone — 



One with a cushion— up near the throne! 

t all up some angels t" play their beet, 

I et hi n joy the music- ami rest ; 

See that I he fines! an hn.sia he feeds,— 
lie's had about all the hell lie needs: 
It isn't j st hardly the thill? to do- 
To roaat hist in earth and the future too." 

They gave him a harp with golden strings, 
A glittering robe and a pair of srings, 

And he said as he entered I he realms of day— 

"Well, this heats eiieiimheis any day!" 

And so the Seriptures had i- mil' to pass — 

"The last shall he Hist and the first shall he last." 



Christian Overflow at 

Bands of Music Played Patriotic Airs and Flags Took the 
Place of Conventional Crepe. .Report of the Funeral 
of William H. Morrow, at Ada, Ohio, May 2, 1909. 



3y Dr. -I. a Wilson j 
Before commenting on this renarhable funeral, I will preface 

n y remarks by inserting a report of the same, by the Cleveland 
I'ress. whieh had a reporter mi hand, and a letter from a Christ- 
ian citizen of Ada. Ul the New Castle News (Pa), I'ress reports 

of this ft nil were sent all over the country. I insert these 

rep.. rls for the reason lhal. while they are scurrilous ami mis- 
leading, and in some places untruthful, upon the whole they 
Verifj all that I shall say. They admit that we had n jam and 
an overflow meeting, and that Christianity was dealt a (food, 

hard blow. Since they would rather make Ughl of, and ler- 

BStimate, these reports become important. 

From The C'eve'and Press: 

"ADA, 0., Ha) i. Two the sand people struggled 
Sunday sfternoon to gain sdmission t > the funeral of 

Wm. Henry Morrow. 77. Btbelat, whic'i was hi M in the 
national guard armor} at Ada. 

A band mposed mostly of Ofai i Northern University 

Mdets, played a patriotic medley «.f airs in a funeral 
parade through the streets. Kveryl hiuir was carried out 

just as Monow hud arranged two yean before bis death. 

Th" armory held only about 1500 people. Men who 

eon Id not gain admission erushed sgainet sromen and 

children in frantic effort to pass through the doorway. 
Two women hinted. 

Obituary cards, with red. white and blue borders, c ■ 1 1 - 

talnlng Morrow 's infidel cr 1. and small American flags 

were distributed as the crowd rushed past the bi r to 
obtain scats. 

Rev. (i. I'.. Pershing, First Presbyterian church, plead- 
ed with the members of his a ngrsgation, in > Sunday 

■orning sermon, not to attend the funeral. 

••Christians should not go to hear M-offcrs, " he said. 

A. W. Clutter, business man, opened the services with- 
out eeremony, He reviewed the dead man's life Mor- 
row had been a Baptist minister, but turned against 

Christianity. He had been health oilier and lo ad of the 



uneral of Freethinker 

Ada Building & Loan Assoeialioii f.r 20 years, lie 
a (i. A. li. man and had h si an arm in III- battle 

of Chaneelioraville. 
Dr. J. I'.. Wils of Cincinnati, spent two hours in 

lauding atheism. Dr. Wilson joked as he talked, and 
brought some laugh t« from the audience. 

••Thai's right, laugh/' he arid. "We are ant here 

to mourn." 

"Morrow WSJ a Square man." Dr. Wilson said. "If 
he had any faults I know of I 'd name them. W- are not 
here to consider Morrow as an angel, plumed for para- 
dise, with a celestial pri/.c package in his possession, 
lie believed as I do. that death cuds all." 

••Yankee I) lie" was the selection Morrow had 

w anied played w hen i he speaking was concluded. The 

bandmaster carried Ollt his directions. 

Morrow's widow and his f 1 grown children were 

the last |<> leave the hall. 

Tin- band played "Marching Through Georgia," 

••Columbia the Gem of the Ocean" and the "Star 
Spangled Banner" as the members of the Morrow fam- 
ily were escorted home. 

Morrow chose his Boffin two years BgO and erected a 

tombstone with inscriptions ex pr es sing disbelief in a 
hereafter* 

One motto reads: "Give humanity truth, not myths; 

knowledge, not dogmas." 

A verse from Mark Twain reads: "Look at Adam, 
what have we done for Adam.' What has Adam done for 
list Everything. He gave us life; he nave as death; 

he gave us heaven; he gave us hell." 

From The New Castle News (Pa.): 

"ADA. ().. May _\ 1000. 

"Editor News: — 

"The funeral of one of the noted atheists of ihis 
country, W. II. Morrow, Who died last Tuesday, was held 
pubUely today in the Armory. The remains will be sent 
to Cleveland tonight to be cremated. As I witnessed I he 
whole procession, which was one of the most inhuman 

ami nneiviliaed s| taelee thai I have ever seen. I 

tl gbl possibly some of the people at home would be 

Interested, and I knew of no heller way to let them 
know I han through the News. 
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For i Dumber of yeara Mr. Morrow had been prepar- 
ing for his death. He had his coffin made to order. It 
was a plain board eoffln, lined with range satin, ami in 
American lag covered the lid inside, lie bad hie mon- 
ument erected some 'years ago. Ii is a large granite one 
ami be bad it literally covered with q notation* from 
'Ion, Paine ami [ngeraolL I have seen the mon man) < n 
different oeeaaione ami eonaider it a disgrace tu a civil- 
ised eonntry. lie wrote the following notiee let'.. re hi- 
deeth, whieh was printed on red. white ami blue cards, 

and distributed over town alter his death: 
"WO Klowers." 

"heath is a natural event, neither to he dreaded or 
mourned. I do net regard death as a disas'i r i<i the 

individual, BUI esteem it as much nt' a natural event as 
birth. 

"Much reflection has oaueed me to dieeountenanee 
ami tn disapprove nf the ordinary funeral eerviee ami 
regard them as partaking of the custom of hnrnaroea 
people, whose minds have not been enlightened by reaeon 
or eomprehenaive views of the order of nature. Feeling 

this way, I do not want my death to he the oeeasi n of a 

vain or egotiatieal display of i rning emblems. 

"W. II. MORROW." 

Before he died he ordered that no erepe should he 

hung at the door, hut that an American llau nbould be 
displayed, whieh was done, lie had engaged I'r. -I. I'.. 

Wilson, of Cincinnati, a noted atheist, to deliver the 
add nee. lie had als.> engaged a hand whieh should 

parade the streets for smne time before the funeral 

playing Yankee l» lie. My Country, Tia of Tl an I 

Marching Through Qeorgia, then go before tha bearec 
playing Marching Through Qeorgia. 
When they eases to the Armory, tbouaanda of people 

had Collected, and after they had taken the corpse in, 
they made a mad rush fur the door. It was with diffi- 
culty that seven men kept I hem hack enough ii> prevent 
loss of life. The only music before the address was Yan- 
kee |t lie by the band. 

Dr. Wilson atarted in by condemning Christianity aa 
belonging to weak-minded fools ami Ignoramuses, lie 

ridiculed the idea of a Christian Ood and an omnipotent 
being, lie condemned the preachers as a trust, a thou- 
sand times WOiac than the Standard Oil Trust, a trust 

Which was holding the people of the world in I lagC 

and servitude, ami inculcating into them a doctrine 

which they knew to he falae. lie said that all prcachera 

know there is not aOod and that liny were telling fold 

hricks and getting the people's icy; then liny SOU Id 

IMt deliver the goods. 

lie scoffed at a religion that would teach a hell and 
punishment inllicled by an angry God, a religion that 
taught as he said, that every 00 of every 100 were losl. 

Furthermore, he says that salvation is one of the 

greateet i ay-making aehemea ever introduced in this 

country, lie declared that Protectant ism had gone 

the advertiaing business ami that it was impossible to 
imagine i heaven beyond the grave * beautiful than 

this earth. 

He charged Abraham Lincoln as being an Atheist and 

Writing a hook in which he declared that there was no 

life beyond the grave, that death ended all. twd that 

man Would have as much after death as he had before 
Urth. He declared thai lliis hook was Ii mod h\ 
Lincoln's law partner to prevent its poceibilit) of Weak- 



ening his chance in politics. He declared thai JeCUS 
Christ was a heretic ami that he would not walk up one 
light of siairs to see .lesii>, MoSCS, •lereiniah. and all 
the rest of the prophet; that he did not wan: to go Ul 
t he ( Ihrial iana ' heaven. 

.Ml in all. it was one of the worst arraignments of 

Christianity that I think has aver h en delivered. 

His language was beautiful ami tricky, ami from my 
observation and from what 1 heard people say alter Be 

was through, I fear that he almosi, if m>t altogether, 

persuaded some to g > ahead as if I here WM DO Qod. Of 
one thing I am sure, it will make it a ureal deal harder 
lo got those who BI it of the church in. ami in this 

wsj it was a terrific blow to Christianity. 

I'i his address Dr. Wilson said that they look such 
occasions to fti their belief before the pe ople , ami he 
hoped they would enjoy themselves, I think that il is 
lime that the people rise in revolt ami pass lawa pro- 
hibiting such uncivilised funerals ami as far as possible 
the s pr e a d of such doctrine. 

".I. C. SYl.lNii." 

Dr. Wi!?on Comments on the Funeral. 

'I he shove newspaper reports, the Bret clipped from the 
Cleveland Press, ami the latter from the Carlisle (Pa.) News, 

are ah at as fair as could be expected from the commercial 
ptCMS. I want lo comment mi this funeral. Hot only bccauss it 

wa« the iri si remarkable Freetbooght meeting I hat I aver 

attended, but especially for tin- reason that it aril point out 

a line i f action that all Rationalists should take m the matter 
of funerals. I have often proclaimed in the Blade, thai no 
oecssion like that of the funeral afforded such go d opportunity 

to reach the public ear. and this funeral has well demons' rated 

this fact. We not only reach Christians directly, but the press, 

from the novelty. givSS DS notice. 

Mr. Morrow thoroughly understood this fact, ami so pre- 
pared I'm it. A SoaUDOfl expression of his was: ••When I die 
I will make Chris ians stand up and take notice." The papers 
have told in a slurring way about these preparations, but I will 
repeat it in my own fashion. Mr. Morrow, having been a soldier, 
ordered the Hag placed on his door instead of crepe, and en- 
gaged a hand lo play martial airs. He also furnished a small 

flag lo be given each person preeeul for a boutoniere; and a card, 
about four by six Inches, with a red, while ami blue border, with 
i> staled cut of his belief printed upon it. I r general distribu- 
tion. He ranted the National Ovaid Armory for this oeeasi 

and ordered the stage draped with the National emblem, lie 

well knew that it only requires a little f the u »vel and spectac- 
ular to draw the crowd, ami though a modest, nmuwuming man, 

he employed these little I ricks thai his fuueial might he the 

oecssion of a wide spread diffusion of Freeth mghl ideas. Be 
frequently said, that if it only had the effect of getting two 
bright people to think independently, he would he satisfied. 

Thus we see he was a gaBM Kreet hinker. n it only to the end. 
but even after death. 

lie did not care particularly to he cremated, but > -deled il 

juat for i he example, believing that it was a step forward in 
solving both the economic and sanitary problema, 

I went to see his monument in the cemetery. It is a large 
stone, inscribed all over with a few of his own id is. and with 

sayings of Paine, Ingersol] ami others. 

One motto reads, as stated in the paper: "Give Humanity 

Truths, not Myths: Knowledge, not Dogmas." Another, re- 
vealing Mr. Morrow 's sense of humor. i> from Mark Twain, 
and reads: — 

•'Look at Adam' 
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What have we done for Adam? 

Whal has Adam done for us? 

V.\ < BfJ I bingl 

He gave ns Life. 

llf gave us Doath. 

He gave us Heaven. 
He gave us Hell." 

Thousands of people visit his monument yearly, and there is 
hardly a nice day but it is photographed by one, and often sever 
al people. Thus the old man's soul will go marching on. 

I desire to say something personally about this grand old 
man. He had been a Baptist preacher, but he jnsl wouldn't 
lie. and so quit the pulpit, Further investigation led him into 
Agnosticism and Atheism, lie was 4,st raeiscd. ..)' course, but it 
was in bin to Bfht back, so a wordy warfare was kept up be- 
tween him and the very religious community of Ada. He 
ceased to be "Rev." Morrow and "Mr." Morrow, and was 
commonly sailed "Old lien Morrow." Hut he got along in the 
world all the same, getting to be pretty well oil. i.nd the com- 
munity, while not liking his religion, was compelled to recognize 
his food character, and so held him in general respect. 

He WM Health Offieei lor twenty years, never charging the 
city one cut. and thing! had to be kept clean in Ada. For 
the' same length of time he was President of the Ada Building 
and Loan, ami did more to build up the town than any one in it. 

helping hundreds to gal homes, by ■bowing them bow it sonld he 

done through the building association. If a man got pinched, 
he helped him out of his dillicuity instead of pushing him for 
settlement: and he did all this without taking one cent extra 
lor himself. That was the kind of man "Old Hen Morrow" 
was. ind tht good he did was nearly all expended upon Christ- 
ians. For yean be stood alone as an outspoken freethinker; 

and what character so grand as the one man, in a community 
soaked with superstitions prejudice, who stands alone for truth 
and right and the emancipation of the human mind.' Hut 
before he did he had the satisfaction of seeing others as brave 
stand by him, and the whole community influenced by an under- 
current of LiberaUsm, which was well demonatrated by the rary 
unusual attendance at his funeral. 

Ada is the seat of a Normal School, which at the present 
has ] .200 students. The town itself has a population of 1 .MOO. 

making ■ total population of 3,000. 

Thfl papers, at you observe, state that 2.000 were present at 
the funeral, and they would rather make it less Inan more. T 
judge that there was fully that many in attendance, and it 
looked as though the whole town had turned out. 

The papers make light of the brass band and parade, ax 
though the same was not common in Masonic. Grand Army, rod 
even in religions funerals. The Hand played national and 
patriotic kin as ere tnarehed from the residence to the Armory. 

The Odd Fellows, of which order Mr. Morrow was a member, 

followed the hand; then Mr. A. W. Clutter and myself (Bolj 
Hen); then the hearse, followed b> family and friends. There 
was nothing spectacular about the parade, of in the least un- 
usual, except the absence id' the men id' Cod who taketh away 
the sins ol the world, but who make more than they lake away. 

At the Armory a crowd of hundreds had gathered at the door, 
many of whom had stood there for two hours, to be sure of get- 
ting choice seals. The doors were opened, and the corpse and 
procession admitted before the crowd was permitted lo eider; 
linn there was a Christian scramble to gat lo tee an Inlidel 
funeral. Was the like ever heard of before? They kept a 
cotnin' till the hall was jammed, and many turned away. They 
even tboved the rows of chairs forward toward ihe stage, and 
i loser together, in order to make more standing room in the rear. 
The gallery and aisles were packed. The band played "Hail 
Columbia!" I told Clutter, who acted as High Priest and 



(ieneralissiino.. thai he would heller go and tell them to play, 
"Hail! Hail! the Qang'l All Here!" &c, &c, &c., ffta, 

Mr. Clutter opened up by paying a line personal tribute to 
Mr. Morrow; then reading a statement Mr. Morrow had written 
for the occasion, followed b] a letter furnished by his brother 
Odd Fellows. In this letter, the Odd Fellows paid Mr. Morrow 
a line tribute, staling that he was recognized by all as one of 
their best eitiaeni and most enthusiastic members, particularly 
kind, benevolent and charitable, always lirsl to assist in any 
worthy cause, etc., bul owing lo Mime features of their ritual 
they could not lake part in the funeral ceremonies further than 
to attend and escort the body. Of course, this was all right. 
Thej could nol well have done otherwise. Mr. Clutter closed 
by saving thai be hoped we would receive the same respectful 
attention generally shown in churches on like occasions, aniT 
we certainly got it. 

I spoke for an hour and forty minutes, and not a soul left the 
hall. Considering that some of them stood for two hours wait- 
ing "ii the outside to get in, and then for two hours on the inside, 
all .jus! lo hear two "sculling Infidels," this seemed to me, if 
not the limit, lo he rather a remarkable manifestation of Christ- 
ian patience. It was the lirst time and new to them, and it had 
I hfl effect Mr. Morrow knew it would have. I have never ob- 
served such intereal ami attention, especially from the women 

and lb- Students, Of the latter, there must have b'.cn .~>00 pres- 
ent, ami after the eerei lies wm Deluded, many came up to 

shake hands, rod expressed their pleasure, and some made in- 
quiries as to getting Freethoughf literature. There were two 

professors from the University present; .he physicians, several 

attorneys, and the re pre s e ntative people generally. All this, 
notwithstanding the ministers in their morning services, had 

warned their llocks not to attend, and students, on the quiet, 
were told I" keep away. 

Of course, curiosity brought most of thetn out. Some, no 
doubt, though! they were going to a circus, ami they wanted lo 
see the ring-master (Clutter) and the clown (yours truly) do 
their sliinls. Well. they came, they saw, and they gave us 
their most s-rioiis attention. In the early part of my address, 

I bold then thai Mr. Iforrow had dared to learn ami to be dif- 
ferent ; that WS wanted lo he serious and dignified, but at the 
same lime we dared to be different in our funeral ceremonies,— 
ami 1 wauled them also to relax ami he Afferent, and if 1 said 
anything to lead them to /mile, to be free to do so; and in 
several parts of my address 1 awakened their humor, conse- 
quently the papers said I "joked as I scoll'ed." 

In one place I told them that I wanted particularly to impress 
this one point mi their minds, and said very slowly- - "While 
none of DJ KNOW what the future will be. still, of this. ONE 
thing we may all he SURE: When a man is DEAD — he will 
KNOW every Ml as MUCH us he knew before he was 

BOBN." 

They were quick to catch on, and a pleased ripple ran over 
the house. I told them it did me good lo see them smile, and I 
wauled tb«m to enjoy themselves, thai most of them had BOOM 
from Curiosity, and il ought to he gratified that if I had been 
billed to deliver a Preethought address I would have had an 
audience of about IS people; ami now that I had an audience of 

1,500, I would take advantage of the occasion and tell than just 

whal Mr. Morrow desired I should say. 

I had corresponded with Mr. Morrow, and it was his wish 
that I would serve the Tobasco hot. It was the si longest funeral 
address -hat I have so f ir given, and Strange to say, the best 
received, which goes to show that Ihe lime has arrived when it 
is safe and popular to speak the blunt I ruth. 

Speaking for myself, I said: "I want lo live again, and hope 
lor another life, but I don't want to go (o the Christian Heaven, 
which, in my opinion, is worse than Ihe Christian Hell. Also, 
that I had no curiosity or desire to see any of the Cods, (i hosts, 
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Saviors <>r Prophets of antiquity, — neither the Jewish Jehovah, 
nor Zeus, nor Buddha, nor Osiris, nor Eerositer, nor Apollo, nor 

lesu's, nor .lereiniah, Ile/.ekiah. Ohadiah, nor any ui the rest. • 
tor the simple reason that lliey wore all either myths or frauds, 
and H wouldn't walk up one llight of ths golden stairs to see 
the whole buneh. 

This seemed to alTord them special HDDMIMO' . ami 1 told 
thoni that it was plain to me that this rolled od theif own minds, 
—otherwise they would have been shocked. 

While I spoke feelingly and tenderly at times, ami gul up 
among the clouds, and down among the dew-drops, and plucked 

posies in the pastures, and gathered garlands in the groen-w Is. 

and wild-llowers by the water-falls, and sailed out of tight 
through the silver sunsets, and all that, you know, still I ai red 
for the most part to keep down to plain, hard facts, and hit 
the n.iil on the big end and drive it home. 

Jt is alwuys n good idea to soothe and soften with the 
beautiful. They will stand the bard knocks better. <>i f the 

newspaper Correspondents savs that my speech was "beautiful, 
but liicky." lie was right. This same writer admits thai 
my address was "a terrilic blow to « 'hristiainly " ami fro 
what he heard after the Bawling, he doubts if "those out ol 
the church SOU Id be induced to eome in," so it ICSmsd to have 
• he desired effect. It is not necessary to make reply to tin- 
press reports, which always treat us in a slurring an; sensational 
Banner, and which are gravied all over with Ananias Sauce. 
They speak for themselves, still they always lei loose NBU 
wholesome truths with their MllSStionalistn, and spread the news 
tar and wide that we are still holding our own fort, and have 
recruits a cotnin'. • 

This funeral was advertised by the press all over the country. 
The many students who attended it will carry their impressions 

in many different directions, while the | pie of Adfl will never 

again be quite so firmly fixed in their religious prejudices, for 
the people of Ada. I must say. that front the serious and re- 
spectful attention given us. they impressed me as being led only 
cultured and courteous, but (piite up it. liberality with tin 

thinking people of larger cities. I expseted to face an eudienec 

of three or four hundred people, snne of whom WOnM gel 
shocked at my "scoffing" and leave, but instead, I had an aud- 
ience of 1,5(10. none of whom left, and many of whom stood 
through the long ceremony, utid who told us afterward that it 

•eeroed ihorf ami ended too soon. 
My experience on this occasion has somewhat revolutionised 

my ideas as to free! bought funerals, Mr. Morrow was tar- 
seeing and set us a good example. Whenever it :s possible, 1 
■dvisC that a theater Of a public hall of some kind be seemed 

for the occasion. If Mr, Moore's funeral had been held in a 

•heater in Lexington, it would have been tilled. Instead, it was 
held at the small cemetery chapel, where only 50(1 came, and 
half of whom could not hear. 

People will go to a theater, or I public hall, when they will 
not go to an 'Infidel's hone, l'.esides. the meeting takes OD a 
public character, and the speaker feels more free to indulge in 

propsgandic speech than in ■ house, r.esides. the crowd which 
is sure to come, gives it added importance, consequently Insuring 

newspaper notice. 

The main object in reporting this funeral is to ctll the atten- 
tion of Liberals to these points mentioned, Our whole life's 

work is constantly being cheapened, or rendered ml by OUT fail- 
ure to make proper preparations for our funerals Every Liberal 
can write his own funeral sermon. Every Liberal is a thinker, 
even if he doe-, not happen to ho a writer, which is hit S | 
mailer of practice. If he can't compose himself, he can copy 

what he wants from the funeral addresses current i II Liberal 

papers, and pledge a friend to read it. 
Last week, Mr. E. C. WUmot, an old and honored freethinker, 



living 12 miles back of Covington, passed away. Many of the 
old Blade readers will remember him. lie was the younger 
brother of David Wilinot, of " WilSBOt Proviso" fame, lie WIS 
learned and scholarly, and was always aelive in lis.; cause, and 
known tar Sad wide in these parts. Last Fall he railed on me 
and made me promise 1 Would deliver his funeral address. 1 told 
him, however, to write out what he wanted said, for fear some- 
thing might happen that I eould not attend. Well, he died and 
wa- carried to church, and a preacher preached him to the 

Christian Heaven. And so it goes. I would hava gone, had I 

keen notified, but knew nothing about his death until the hour 
of bis funeral, when a friend telephoned me of th • proceedings. 

We BhouM ail have the force, as well as the foresight of Bro. 
Morrow, whose family carried out his wishes to the smallest 
detail. Ilia nit, Dr. J. M. Morrow, will publish a pamphlet SOB* 
tattling the entire addresses ami proceedings of his lather's 
death and funeral, with a pieture of Mr. Morrow and his famous 
monument. This also, will make good propagaadic literature, 
and so. the old man's soul will go inarehing on. I must say 
again, that I am enthused over this manner of public funerals 

for Freethinkers, it gives us importsnse to the very end; our 

life- Work is not rendered nil. and the results are far reaching. 
As Mr. Mortrua said: "I 'II make the clehgy stand up ami lake 
notice." Usually, at the home the -.pace is very limited, and 
only a lew hear. If we want the public to hear us. we must 
got a hall for these occasions, ami s>> get before the public. It 
was I he biggest treat of my life to see Christians jam ami set am- 
ble f< i the -rood seats, and to observe hundreds turned away. 

While at Ada 1 was entertained by Mr. and Mis. A. W. ('fil- 
ter. Mr. Clutter has stood by Mr. MoTtOW for '.he last ten 
yean ami is well known to Ohio Liberals, lie i< the leading 

photographer of Ada, ami notwithstanding his out-spoken Liber- 
alism, he has a llourisliiug business and is prosperous. He has 

a perfect gen of a residence of fourteen i ms, on I four-acre 

space at the edge of the town. I certainly enjoyed their hospi- 
tality, and gut on the outside of a lot of g 1 things to eat. 

The) liave SO interesting family of one daughter and three ■ ns. 
and all of them can see through a ghost as easily .>s their keen- 
sighted parents, 

Both Mr. Morrow and Mr. Clutter aie cvidomcs that the 
time has come when Liberals can be out-spoken, ov.n though 
they stand alone, in Christian communities, and still be prosper- 
ous and command public respect. Would that SV*TJ tOWB had 
just two such men like them. 

Cincinnati, o. 

Tim Blade is grateful t<> those of it- Wen It who have 
Inlan d to taenia a elnb <>f new subscribers. Thi- is a good 
sign. Keep it up ami through the prosperity of tin- Blade 

we can look for greater gains in the number of recruits tO 

our common oanaa, 

* * * 

Cuthbert ('. Loo, just returned from Labrador in an a 1- 
divss before the Twentieth Century Club, at Boston, anni- 
hilated the Jonah ami the whale myth. Relating how the 

party ho was with bad caught ami out eighl whales, lie >dd- 

,.,1: ••! had the curiosity to test the bible -torv of Jonah, 

ami -m I got into the month of lite wl.ale. bu< foun I lite 
aperture leading to the 'cabin' too -mall, an I e nolmled 

thai the higher criticism was right." One by one tin- bible 

rants hit being tbrown overboard. 

* * * 

l.v-i-'ii need- no celestial guide, no heavenly monitor 
Where Reason aiti enthroned, justice reigns, not god 
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Criticism on Government 



How Graft Bills Are Voted.-View of Legislative Bodies. 
Multiplicity of Measures Make the System of 
Government More Complex. 



(By Judge Pariah is. Ladd.j 
The substance of the following 1 copy from ■ member <>f the 

press gallery, a most reliable source. 

A i the ek»M <>i i lie Poiif rrwiiuiil day, Friday, February 18, 
1906, there had been introduced in the Honss of Bs p rcasn t a ti ves 
15,066 bills. Of these nearly 13,088 were what are sailed pri- 
vate bills, their purpose bring to take money out <>t' the treasury 
ami give ii in private peiaoas ami corporations, Of the !*,."»< mi 

i | them pensions, which had been rejected as fraudulent; over 
2.IMMI of thrm grew mil ot the Civil war, and 1.200 MOfl asking 

Congress in amend the records so as in open up re j e ct ed claims. 

In plain English, says this writer, tin- whole 13,000 arc graft 
hills. In the Senate, up In the same date, than had been in- 
troduced, 4.4K4 bills, of which OVar 2.200 deal out gnfl direct Iv 

iii i he Conn of psnsions. Bosidss these 4,4H4 provided relief 
tnr thoae claimants nrhoae graft bad been rejected. 

Thus, savs this writer, almnt li.lillll of the 4.4H4 Senate bills, 
for the lirsl two moothl of the session, are propositions to pav 
money to cmistii iients of Senators lor their work in getting the 
Senators elected by their legislatures. This means, says the 
writer, that more than Hva eft the of the business of the House, 
and more than fmir-fiflhs of the business of the Senate, is pri- 
vate legislation, all aimed at the purchase of voles for the 

Senators ami Representative! with public noney, This, in a nut- 
shall, says he. is the Halting of the private bill graft that is 

going mi in Washington, "Every pension bill means votes to 

the man who voles it."' 1 migfal quote much more of this. 

On the 1Mb of February, 1906, the House put throOgfa 420 of 
these graft bills in 72 minutes. On ibe lirsl pension day in thai 
body. 1M.*i bills went through the Commillee of the Whole at 
the rate of less than one minute to a bill. On the second 
pension day. SJ68 such bills went through that committee ami 
were paaitll by the House in just tWO hmirs. leaving 14,01(11 
such fraudulent claims mi hand. Bjf reading only the h id ing 
Of such bills the House succeeded in passing 110 sucli fraudulent 
bills in less than one a minute. Such, it will be seen, is tin' 

way mn- people are being robbed; but why waste time in writing 
up the never-eeaaing graft of Congress, for it is going < n every- 
where among our Congressmen ami other of our l e gislat ive 
bodies. To become laws, these must be signed by the President, 
who, of course, must help out the Congressmen. 

Cleveland, in his lirsl term, signed 1.H71. Harrison in his lirsl 
two yean ligned 1,888. In his second tiro years. 217. Cleve- 
land in his second term signed 407 ; MeKiuley. the pious, signed 
2.0K.",; Roosevelt. Hist term. 2,171: second term, IQ6 ; total for 

Roosevelt, .v>2ti. The Ifty-uinth Congress passed a little lese 

than 100, with H.00II umr ider cmisiderati m. Here, b't me 

turn mice more to our critics, on what should constitute a 

cm ieci government, 

In bis "Liberty and Liberalism." Bmee Smith says: "Willi 
tin partial in England, the battle has always been fought for 

civil ami religious liberty agsinal the dynsatiee ami despots in 

politic^, and the sacerdotal and mysterious in religion " "Gov- 
ernment c\isi>." says Ifr. 1 eeky, "not in abolish or restrain, but 

to preserve ami enlarge freedom." "The liberty of each." 
sayi he. "should be limited only by the like liberty to all." 
Humboldt says: " Reason demands that each should be left 
free, restricted only by the limits of his powers for goodi and 
this should be the basis of every political system." John 



Bright says: "The foundation of every democratic state is 
liberty : each should live as he likes, sim-e he is .. slave if he 
must live Otherwise." Sir Krskinc May says: "The history 

of civilisation is the history of freed The word liberty 

means freedom to do as one pleases, subject to the like freedom 
of all others." Or, as Spencer puts il : "Liberty to each, lim- 
ited only by the like liberty of all." Sir .lain, s Macintosh 
says: "Liberty is seemiiy against wrong." ISIackstmic says : 
"Civil liberly is hut natural liberly, restrained only to the cx- 

lenl i f saving the general advantage of tba public" 
This of Blsekstone is the best deflniti I liberty wa have 

had among all the writers. I'erhaps. even ibis might he im- 
provod mi. by savin-: Civil liberty is natural liberty, re- 
strained mily to the extent necessary for the preservation of the 
like liberly lo all others, for DO one can enter into society 
wit limit giving up a few of his natural rights in MtchsngC for 
the promise of governmental protest ion in all others. How- 
far the gover cuts of the world have lived up to this promise 

expressed or implied, opens a wide Held for discussion. I fear 
thai not one of them would care In have llic matter investigated. 

Government! an- but the refleetioit of wisdom, or want of wisdom 

of I he men who govern; loo often Ibis wisdom is extremely 
limited, with sellish motives hack of il. Hence. t!,i world has 

mi good governments*- oar American system the worst of all. 

Sir Joseph Cowan says: "Without mental liberty, man is a 
machine; without physical liberty he is a slave, ami without 

political liberty he is a scri." llcnrv Broadhurat says: "Po- 
litical liberly is best calculated lo pr te the highest order- of 

manh I. but nothing san make all men equal. While all may 

be equal before I he law. nature makes few ei|iials, and what 
nature does DOt do in this respect, cannot be done." 

Macaulay says: "Our rulers should conline themselves to 
legitimate duties, leaving capital to find its most lucrative course, 
commodities their price, idleness ami folly their natural punish- 
ment; lei the government da this ami the people will do the 

rest: the people after this should be let alone to manage their 
own affairs, so long as they do not unduly interfere with one 

; I her." Mr. Ilicy says: "The slate should leave every 

man to do what he think- beet with his own, so long as he does 

not infringe on the liberty of others." Mr. McCulloefa lays 
down the doctrine thai non-interference of government should 
be the rule, ami interference the exception. sir Edmund 

Burke says: "Il should be the constant aim of government not 
to Hud mil how much, bu! how little restraint SUM be imposed 

compatible with public good; before individual liberty should 

be touched, it should he made Hist ideally lo appear that the 

public g I demands its curtailment." IL' further says: "Af- 
ter a lifetime spent in its study, our wisest legislators are able 

only to get a glimpse of knowledge of true rules of legielat ion. " 

This is nol only true, but is apparent to all political economists. 
Applv this true rule, and think what we must get at the hands 
of our brainless law-makers, many of whom have no more real 

knowledge or capacity for anything than lost children babes 

in the woods in a hall of legislation. 

Some fellow in our California legislature, now in session, in- 
troduced what might be called a Roosevelt bill, pensioning all 

families bavin- a doaen or more children, to whieh some wag 

offered an amendment to include the proline jack-rabbit, whose 

progeny does not have Iii be schooled in order lo lit him for a 

legislator. 

yet with these facts staring us in the face, our legislative 

bodies are Riled with men. many of whom have not the slightest 
conception of the rudiments of government, much less of the 
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principle! oi g I government. The mosl of them have not even 

a common school foundation on which to build, or practical 
common-cense on which to itart life in any kind of buaineu; 
too ignorant to realiM the depthi of their own stupidity. Vol 
these arc i In* men who make our lawi and shape (he destinies 
<>!' mil' several sinies ami national policy. Is it any wonder thai 
we have the hms) expensive, the mosl reckless, ami less) pro- 
tective system in the world, as shown by statistics f 

The less one of our legislators knows the more Anxious i> be 
to snacj laws fur i he government of others. The mosl legislator! 

go into that body with their pocket! filled with hills; then the 
process of trading eommencca, each ready in support all other 
hills in exchange for support of his own; the result, a book i>t' 
500 tu i.ttno pages, the most of which are i direct stab to liberty, 

— iu> good to anv one, unless cursed Sunday laws, which are re- 
sorted to by the devilish priesthood to force their brainless 
religion on in sensible people, This constant tampering with the 

law has become an intolerant harden to all alike. Plato and 

Aristotle agree in saying, no one should be permitted to enter 
the legislative body without long study of political economy, 

and thai none other can form any correct opinion of politics. 

sir Thomas I tuck If, in speaking of English legislation, s ; iys: 
"Nearly everything done by the legislative body ha! been done 
amiss; that, as a rule, most enactments do more harm than good; 
that legislation which interferes with personal conduct is gener- 
ally wrong." If this he true as to Knglish legislation, where 
s majority of thai body are statesmen, what is to be expected 
from the illiterate and naturally weak-minded of our legislative 

bodies 1 

The result is just what might be expected. Mr. Cowan denies 
the right of the legislature to regulate n interfere with the 
private actions of individual* Sir Henry Mann lays down the 
rule that all legislation I'm- the general happiness which inter- 
feres with man's primary forces, jeopardise! the best Interest! 
of the community. John Locke says: "The end ol law i> not 

to aboUah or restrain, but to preserve ami enlarge freedom; 

each man should be allowed to pursue his own course so lung 
as be does not encroach on the liberties of others." 

Herbert Spencer quotes with approval the opinion of Locke. 
M. Leon says: "All writers of importance agree that personal 

freedom should be the rule, interference the exception; that he 
who advocates interference by the state should show, most 
clearly, a necessity for so doing." Sir Edmund Burke says: 
"No man is III to enter the legislative hall until he has spent 
most of a long life in the study of government." Thomas 
Jefferson acid: "The tyranny of the legislature is most to be 
feared." How apt are these words t r legislative depart- 
ment, where some are without brains, some with brains only for 

mischief, a lew In st and competent, 

John Stuart Mill cites, with approval, the French rule. 

"Laissei fairs" intervention. In the hral republican con- 
stitution of France (1701) it is declared that liberty coii>ists 
in the right to do everything that does nit injure others. This 
is just what is meant in out federal declaration or rights: That 
all men possess, by nature, certain inalienable rights, which no 
law can take away from them. No power at common law. of 
by permit, in the federal declaration, can deprive any man of 
pursuing his own way in the acquisition of property, or the en- 
joymenl of his personal liberty in his own way. SO long as he 
dues not deprive others of equal rights. 

All Sunday laws are a violation of the common laws, in eon- 
Bid with the declaration of rights, repugnant to natural law. 

am! a! war with ethics, cot i scum', good breeding and the 

rules of humanity. None but priests anil other ignorant relig- 
ious bigots have the impudence to interfere with il.ese salutary 
rules. The French < 'oust it ul ion of I8JS embodied these vital 

principles in an enlarged form. " F.very i ." says Kant, t he 

great American law writer, "may seek his own happiness in 



his own way, so hmg as he does not infringe' on the like course 
of utbets." Mr Kant had our federal declaration of rights 
before him when he wrote the above. Mr. Mill, one of the ablest 

writers on government that ever lived, defines his position in the 

following language: "The sole end for which mankind are war- 
ranled, individually or collectively, in infringing mi the liberty 

of action of any of their members, is sslf -protection. ' ' 

III the foregoing t have quoted from most of the great writers 

of the world on political economy ami the science of government, 

-In. wing what government should be, if carried mi in the inter- 
ests of the people. All of these great writers are out of har- 
mony with the legislation of all governments, especially with 
oaraj radically with the tenets of Socialism. All governments 
are today in the hands of politicians, whose interest! aie at war 
with the good of the people. 

The politician, like the priest, is all for self, -not hing fur the 
people, lie works, or pretends to work, for the people when 
forced to do so in hold his place, ltoth are vampires parasites 
mi the people, 'file complete annihilation of the one, ami the 
Utter extermination of the other will restore troth, peace and 

happiness to a downtrodden world. 

My next will be along other lines, probably the scienee of 
life, or ancient history. 

Alameda, Calif. 



THOMAS PAINE. 
CENTENNIAL MEMORIAL MEETINGS. 
OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 

The official announcement of the program for the Fame Cen- 
tennial is now made through the medium of a printed circular, 
a copy of which is being sent to all friends of I'aine, as tar as 
these are known. 

From it we now learn that two meetings will be held. Beth 

are under the joint SUSpicCS of the Thomas 1'aite Historical 

Association, I'aine Memorial Association, Brooklyn Philoeoph- 

ical Aeeoeiati Society for Ethical Culture, and the HugCUOt 

Association of New RoeheOa. The Bni of these meetings will be 

held in the rooms of the Long Island Musiuess College, Eighth 
Street, near Bedford Avenue. Brooklyn, N. V., Sunday after- 
noon. May 30th. The following speakers are anuoi uced for this 

mil ling: Kev. Robert .1. Loekhart, of the Presbyterian Church. 
Nichols, N. V.; Bcv, Henry Frank, of New York City : and Mr. 
Henry Uovvley, of Itrooklyn. 

The next and greatest meeting will be held at New liochclle. 
N. V.. on the afternoon of Saturday. June .">lh. The services will 
be held mi North Street and I'aine Avenue, located between the 
I'aine Monument and the old I'aine House. The i xercises will 
commence at - p. in. Following is the program 1 
"Thomas I'aine as the Devotee of Liberty Uev. Thus. U. Slicer 

(Pastor All Souls' Unitarian church. N. Y. 
••I'aine as a Prophet of Democracy" David Seville Ituaaoy. 

(Society for Ethical Culture.) 

"I'aine the Pioneer of International Peace" Prof. ThaddoUS 

BttR Wskeman, (Pres. Thomas Fame Historical Society. 

Special R ill Trip Railroad Rate of Fifty Cents from 

New York City. Tickets to be had of l>r. K. M. Foote. 

Treasurer, 120 Lexington Avenue; \Y. M. Van Der 

Wevde. Secretary. JII Fifth Avenue; \Y. A .Winhain. Asst. 
Sec. 290 llewes St.. Itivoklyii. N. Y.. or at the Grand Central 
Station before I o'clock, at the entrance on Lexington Avenue, 
facing l till Street. 

Train leaves on New York >x New Haven R, b'., at I ;0S. Trol- 
ley at New Kocbelle rims up Ninth St. from Hep.. I to monument. 
Distance, one and one half nolo of good, level walk. 
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PHYSICIAN, HEAL THYSELF! 



In matters of religion man is responsible for all tin- ills 
and inconvenience! it baa wrought Every religion is but 
a human invention, it ■ f rms sn ! eereuioniali being ■ 
later production* Geology bes upset die biblical m>ii<»n 
uncut the "corners" and the "foundations" of the earth, 
and the science of Mtronomy baa revealed the fad thai the 
biasing sune, planeti and worl I- that dot the lirmamont 
hi night, are something m re than mere phcaphoreacent 
liiilililo <>M tin- bosom of infinity'- shoreless <a. True 
science, unaided, yet opposed by religion, ban arrought the 
wondrona ehangea in the human min I that prohibits die 
belief that aoine almighty personal ity spent forty dayi 
chiseling laws on tahlw 1 f stone for the edification and 
glorification of 1 few wandering tribes of semi-barbarians. 

For centuries, the Jewish scriptures, as interpreted I 

supplemented by the orthodox Christian church ntained 

all there was of true knowledge, and the church taught, and 
insisted with rigorous discipline, thai it waa the one in 
fallible true font of inf rmation. All outsidi knowledge 
mm deemed to be anneeaaaary. Even the philoaophy of 
tli*' middle ages, if ii be justifiable to call it bj that name, 
lint ii i^ all there waa, wore so confounded and befuddled 
by theologians that every conclusion was reached with a 
view to harmonizing with ecclesiastical dicta. The church, 
meaning thereby tin- clergy, used every argument thai 



could be Invented to show bow and why that which is 
taught to be true was true. No matter bow short the dem- 
onstrations might have been, m> matter bow great an ele- 
ment of mystery remained, the church was always ready 
to check any 0X0OSBOI in information by resorting to the 
secular arm of the law. The secular was controlled and 
dictated by the ecclesiastical, the latter, rlonc, being 
supreme. 

NO wonder the air became peopled with demons] no 
wonder that evil became personified with good, the former 
ever seeking new .lobs to atlliet with festering sores and fool 

frien Is; no wonder the priest waa made the intimate friend 
and personal representative of the deity; no wonder that 

men believed, because they did not know. Our timid and 
oppressed ancestors of that period bad a living belief in 
these tboories, and tbev acted up n it in all their dealings 
wttfa their fellow men. Th dy culture known to them 

was saintlinesa, after the notions taught to them concern- 
ing saints, and every element of education was poisoned 
by the deadly dicta of theology. Even the earth had l»een 
cursed for man's sake, and cursed was he who sought to 
remove the race from such terrible conditions. 

in all this we can, in retrospect, view the gnat struggle 
between right ami wrong, between the true and the false, 
between men of learning and men who merely believed, 
between the forces that make for progress ami he elements 
that held down the brakes. The friction engendered by 
ibis c e aa o l o s s strife gave a greater headway of steam and 
the social train began to neve forward at a more rapid 
rate. Men learned that in the course of all Nature had 
B fixed order fi"in which then old be no deviation with- 
out disaster. Tbev learned then that Nature could not he 

altered through the agency « if supposed spiritual beings as 

they were moved l.y prayer for good OT bad And so the 
conflict was found to be of almost eternal duration, or 
doomed to exist just SO long as men shall live. In this we 
we are forcibly reminded of the language Byron puts into 
the month <>f his Lucifer when, discussing himself ami the 

deity, he says: 

"Ami world by world, and star by star, and 
Universe by universe shall tremble until 
This great conflict ceases, ami it ne'er shall, 
For what can quench our immortality, OUT 
Mutual and irrevocable bate?" 

Had the different races ami nations of men been left to 
themselves it is probable that such beliefs as those here 
enumerated, ami such conditions, might have continued 
for centuries longer. I»ut there came a commingling of 

peoples. Beginning with the Moorish civilization in Anda- 
Inaia, now known as Spain, followed by the Crusades, men 

of different nations ami countries were brought into contact 

each with the other. Each made the acquaintance of the 
other's literature and religions. They began to compare 

notes and make contrasts. Discussion entered its forceful 
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wedge and Reason's bright day had dawned lis sun, once 
ahove the liorizon, was destined never more to sot. For it 
there is no ww tern horizon. It may be temporarily ob- 
toured, its light may U; misunderstood and misinterpreted, 
hut it will ■bine on and on in spite of priestly proscription 
and prejudice. The Nemesis of all reUgiou ii finality. 
The hattlo cry of education is to move forever forward and 
onward. 

In closing these few ezpreMioni of thought, the following 

tpt quotation from Huxley may prove interesting, as sum- 
ming up, in a few brief words, the case we have tried to 
make out. He says: 

"The distinctive character of our own times lies in the 
vast and constantly increasing part which is played by 
natural knowledge. Not only is our daily life shaped by 
it, not only does the prosperity of million! of men depend 
upon it, hut our whole theory of life has long been inllu- 

onced, consciously or uneonseionsly, by the general con- 
ceptions of the universe, which have been forced npon us 
by physical science." 

The few words here given contain the sum and sub- 
stance of all there is to life and truth. Tn them may he 
found the very essence of the freest of Freetho light. Cour- 
age, yea, a sii|>crb courage, is required to follow where 
truth may lead, when popular prejudices are to lie over- 
come, hut, "consciously or unconsciously, the leadership of 
Science is admitted even by its bitterest foes, and a com- 
pliance therewith becomes inevitable. 

FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS IX ENGLAND- 

The National Secular Society of England will hold its 
Annual Conference on Sunday, May 80, at Liverpool. 
The call has been officially promulgated. 

Among the mailers to be discussed is the issue of Free- 
thought funerals, exceedingly pertinent and important at 
all times and in all places. Freethinkers should by all 
means be given a purely Free thought burial. Hut our 
English OOUsins propose to take a Step immensely in ad- 
vance of the American position. They not only demand a 
surrender of Christian rites upon such occasion-, hut insist 

upon legislative enactments securing to deceased pereOUl a 

rasped dm- them in the matter of funeral ceremonies.. 

The following resolution will be introduced by Presi- 
dent (J. VY. Foote: 

"Considering the P rese n t scandalous stale of affairs, 
under which Freethinkers' funerals are so often, and 
against their express wish, and even directions, carried 
out sritfa Christian ceremonies, this Conference is of 
opinion that ils Kxeeulive should lake special steps to 
see what can lie done to IVnstrale I his -l oss abuse of 
power c n the part of relatives ami executors; ami this 
Conference likewise calls upon the Covernment of Qreal 

Britain to pass a short hill ■Muring eiviUssd respect for 

the convictions of deceased persons in connection witli 
their interment." 



FAINE CENTENNIAL. 



Our friends and reader- will probably be aware of the 
facl that the Paine Centennial will take place during the 
coming week, and that ere another issue of the Blade can 
lie printed, the meeting will be history. 

The Blade expresses the hope that it can be made one 
of tin' greatest hi story -making epochs of the century, next 
to the Declaration of Independence, and if the proper 
support has been given to it, lUCCCSS is sure to follow. We 
I rust that we may be able to furnish our readers with as 
full a report as possible, regretting our inability to attend 
the ( Vntennial in person. 

From the London Freethinker, we h am that Editor G. 
VY. Foote, President of the National Secular Society, of 
England, has offered a motion for the consideration of the 
Society's Annual Conference to be held in Islington Square, 
Liverpool, May 30th, as a nemoration of Fame's ser- 
vile- to humanity. The motion reads: 

•This Conference desires to place on record, a hundred 
years after the death of Thomas Paine, its admiration of 
his genius and character, and of the marvelous courage 
and disinterestedness he displayed in lighting a-rainst super- 
stition and tyranny; and this Conferenee rejoices to see 
I hat the great cloud of calumny with which his name was 
surrounded by the Sinister interests he attacked is now 
-lowly, hut surely, lifting and dispersing, so that he is be- 
ginning to shine forth to the world at large as one of the 
iiohle-t and most effective of modern soldiers in the war of 
liberation of humanity." 

We anticipate that the resolution here quoted will be 
adopted with eclat by our English brethren, and how 
much more do Americans owe to Thomas Painel 



IMPORTANT CHURCH TAN DECISION. 

In support of our contention , heretofore made, that 
every church will try to dodge paying taxes on any ol ita 
property, we have at hand a decision of a Pennsylvania 
Judge, compelling the payment of nearly one thousand 
dollars in taxes by a Presbyterian church. 

Many of our readers will recall that Dr. L. S. Key-er, 
a- given in our columns, urged that no effort was made to 
"dodge" the payment of taxes for the ruason that the 
property of the church was iot assessed, and he Srgued 

that there could he no dodging until an assessment bad 
been made in accordance with law. Replying thereto, we 

arg 1 the opposite view, and held thai in easel where 

Assessors had listed church properiv for Fixation, the 
church authorities resisted payment through lb-' courts, 
preferring to pay out money in legal ■ Slid court costs 
rather than to. pay a just proportion of the public burden. 
To corroborate this view we referred to i isse in Fjoxiugton, 
which, upon investigation, proved our contention to be 

correct. 
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The case n«»\v in point ii iii eoimectiou witii the Taren- 
toaa Presbyterian Church, ei titer in or near Pittsburg. A 
portion of the property ovnied by the church had been 
sssossotl bj the local sutborities for \ pro-i its payment of 

the oost of public Improvements. Tl kurrh refused to 

I»jiv mi the ground that the property wa used for religious 
purposes, end, therefore, nnder il • law uf l*«!nii»ylvania, 
it whs exempt. Judging rr»»m the fa» '■• provou in the rase, 
tlie municipal authorities iid not attempt i » iwwm end 
lect tuxes 1 1 ] . > i die shutvli building immor, lull n* an mi 
id joining lot, used a- i lawn, for beautifying purismes, and 
not. f<»r religion or reliifl ons worship, ihc lUuriininntion 
<lrawn by the Judge remuMtng the de-MMon Iwtwinn pr-q* 
crty need for religiotu purpose*, pw1u«ivi nn«1 pr.qierty 
owned by i ehureii bul n i«ed for religiotu purposes at 
ul!, inwonti a legal aspect 1 1 > i -h >uld l*« fairl\ awl im- 
partially considered by all elanei and condition* of our 
people. Inniiincrahlc frauds arc per pel rated under the 
church exemption law, but, it' this deeiaion beeomea final) 
it will go far toward a partial solution of the Issue of' 
ehnrefa taxation. 

For the benefit of our many interested readen we here 
give that part of the opinion earning into our bands, in full, 

a- follows. From it our reader- may Infer ii- character 
•ad nature. It read-: 

-As we understand the law, the religious uae must ha 
bom aeutal and exclusive ; otherwise, the exemption does 
not apply. In tin- ease, the southern portion of the lot 

upon which the church Imilding il erected i- actually and 

exclusively used for religious purposes, and could not, it 
the act of 1901 is constitutional, be charged for improve- 
ment of this kind. The vacant portion of the hX adjoining 
Kust Tenth avenue, fronting on that avenue 848 feet and 

extending back a distance of 66 feet, cannot, however, be 

said to l>e need for religions purposes. It. i- merely lawn, 
which add- to the beauty of the property, and consequently 
in our opinion, i- not exempt from liability for the im- 
provement under the law of 1901." 

The foregoing opinion was rendered by Judge Robert S. 

Frazer. of the < lourt of < lommofl Plena, in what is know n SS 

the ease of The Borough of Tarentuni vs. The Presbyter- 

ian Church of Tarenium. The amount of taxes BOttght to 

he reoovered was 19 1 1.86. 

As the opinion holds thai property owned by a church 

in order to he hi gbt within the purview of the law of 

exemption, must he in -actual" UM for purely religions 

purposes, and that such use must also be "exclusive," it 
would follow, as a legal position, that a lawn not being 
"actually and exclusively" used for purely religious pur- 
poses, a parsonage, alt! ndh used by the officiating ami 

regular minister of th.' church, must partake of the same 

legal character, and, therefore, not exempt from il- just 
-hare of the burdens of taxation. 

This opinion is more far-reaching iu its general effect, 



n« concerns the taxation of some kinds of church property, 
than the opinion given in the ease of the Broadway church 
in ild- city. In the latter ease, it seemed to he the view of 

I lie trial court that a parsonage would he exempt provided 

I I was actually in occupation by the pars, n and hi- family. 

The r< enpancy of a parsonage in such manner can 

not lie construed as being an "actual and exclusive use" 
for religious purposes only . Under this latest ruling, which 
must he held good both in law and equity, only that prop 
erty exclusively Used for act- of worship can he held to 
he exempt. 

Little by little the eourts are coming to a more just 
view concerning church exemption, and the time is not far 
distant when even churches must be made to pay. 



THE INTELLIGENT MARCH OF PROGRESS. 



So far a- the religious temperament of tie American 
mind i- concerned, we may safely presume, *rom all the 
surrounding facts and circumstances, thai it is in a period 
of probation. 

The greater intellect i- to ho found outside the church. 
The lesser -till occupies the pews. Although the majority 
of church members and church attendants are women, this 
statement must he accepted as true. Nor doe* this mean 
that in many instances the greater intellect is not, to be 
found among women. Considering only the general aver- 
age, occasioned by greater and wider opportunities ex* 
tending over a long period, there i- more Intelligence among 
men than anion-; women. Too long were women compelled 

io depend upon their buahands tor knowledge, ami it is 
only withi wmparatively few years that education, co- 
equal, bas been extended to w m . On il ther hand, 

a large number of women abstain from church; in many 
instances women oppose the church and all that ii teaches 
in maiter- of religion and so-ealled morality, while ■ • 

men attend church and pretend to accept it* dicta. It 
would follow then thai the most intelligent women are not 

in the church, some of the most ignorant of men are in the 
church, which leaves the highest and greatest intelligence 
of both sexes in opposition to the church and its methods. 

Wo can readily understand that many women find a di- 
version in attending church which they an- unable to obtain 

in Other channel-. Men have I heir lodge rooms, their olnbs 

and social institutions galore, and for the men the latter 
have actually taken the place of the church. Following 
the rule thai men must first learn to doubt before they can 
learn to tolerate, the time will inevitably c o when both 

men and women will have learned to estimate each other 

by their personal character and their acta, not by their 
religious pretensions or beliefs. When this stage of thought 
bas been reached, whatever religious opinions yet remain 
will he formed from purely transcendental processes, of 
which in every age of the world glimpses have been granted 

to ; , few gifted minds. 
To the observing mind ii has long been apparent that 
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there is ■ general drift today of women from the church. 
Hut this is the direction in which things ue now batten- 
ing must be clear to event one who studies the progress ol 
inodern civilisation. Women are no longer submissive 

chattel*. Tl hnrefa dare not teach such m doctrine again. 

Passing from one epoch to another, the church baa been 
gradually forced (o relinquish its eheriabed pretenaiona, 
until it stands today as the most ooloaaa] beggar <>n the face 
of the earth. It has not only been compelled to abandon 
its long-claimed and long-established supremacy, but ii lui s 
evacuated it- strongholds, wherein ii muffled free opinion, 
and fr» in which, iii the t'n < -» ■ of advancing knowledge, it has 
vainly attempted t" secure a safe retreat. 

The greatest triumph of humanity over the church 
came with the establishment and acknowledgement of the 
authority of private judgment as funning a tribunal, for 
opinion, from which n<> one had the power of appeal 
This was tin- Brat great blow at the power of all theological 
institutions. It would follow then, that if the ultimate 
teat of truth (a individual judgment, man have some 

positive basis, sonic final standard, by which and upon 
which that judgment may be formed. This basis is onlj i" 
be found in phyaical science From this we must infer 

that there can be no decisive criterion for what is called 
religious truth, save that which can he drawn from science. 
Recauae of these developments theological interests have 
ceased to be looked upon as the supreme concern of man. 
Realising that the inevitable musl befall them, the clergy 
are striving, with different motives, to check the rapid 

rise of the ureal wave of skepticism that threaten- to engulf 
them, ami into which many of their own class are drifting 
through the exercise of that right of private judgment 
which once they so bitterly denounced. 

Free thought, together with the principle- i' advocates, 
must Inevitably become recognised ns the leading and 
prompting feature of the human mind. Realizing this, it 
becomes the duty of every Freethinker, no matter his or 
her inclination, to do everything within their power to 

encourage that which, however painful to some, i- salutary 
to all, because hy Preethoughl alone can religious bigotry 
be destroyed. True, a nation deprived of physical liberty, 
may win it; a nation divided, may reunite, hut any people 
denied the right of private judgmenl become mental serfs, 
the penalty of which i- poverty, Buffering and decay. 

To longer permit the arbitrary authority of the church 
over the human mind brings us to die verge of national 
decline and national shame. It i~ not necessary that the 
Earth pilgrim should struggle through die Slough <>( De- 
spond and the Valley of Heath before he call reach the gh> 
rioUl condition of mental independence, but, while the 
process mav induce a mental distress Urtome, there i- an 
exhilaration to the bold and intrepid marcher aa he climbs 
the sleep- of liherlv's gold« heights. 



PREACHERS PAST AND PRESENT. 



No leas an authority than Buckle, in his History of Civ- 
ilization, aaya ihat "the preacher- willingly fostered a de- 
lusion by which they benefited," ami those words are 
equally as true today a- they were upon the day they were 

Ural written. Tin Iv difference is that the preachers 

cannot make so gigantic a success at it now as they did then. 

From ancient time- even to the present day the clergy 

Would have the people believe that they had free ami un- 
limited aCCeaa to the Almighty, if one there he, accepted 

into the celestial councils ami given omnipotent confidence. 
In their sober moment-, when conscience is <«iven free rein, 
these gentlemen must admit, if not in public, then in pri- 
vate, thai they are t v than their fellow men, that 

they know no more i f a supposed infinite being than the 
humblest beggar clothed in rags ami waiting at the hack 
door of a cheap restaurant for a hand-out. But, as lluckle 
says, ju-l -o long a- they can derive lieiictifs from any sort 
of delusion, they willingly foster it, and this fact baa 
brought the pulpit int popular contempt. The eyes and 
minds ,,f the people have been quickened by the advance 
of educative influences, and men now IOC in the clergy 
nothing of higher consequence than a mere matt preaching 
for a pension. 

But what mii-t have been Ruckle's estimate ot the clergy 

in hi- day and age, and the age that preceded 1 If the 
clergy "willingly" fostered a delusion, they must have 
knowingly played the people false. And this for personal 

profit! Alhcit how many delusions are the eleruy fostering 
upon the people today I ho they -how much improvement 

upon the clergy of bygone a^es | In a measure the clergy 

of today know more than the clergy of the post, and yet 
they foster ami cherish the same old god and future life 
delusions that have driven thousands to madness and death. 

Realising that myth ami miracle are now incapable of 
moving the masses churchward, they resort to political 
expediencies to keep the church alive. 

Ii i- reported that i certain Georgia judge has sdopted 
a custom of opening bis court with prayer. Recently a 

murder trial was in progress before him. and the preacher 

hired to open the » n. Rev. doc IdoDaniel, while praying, 

reft rred to the defendant, Jordan Swain, as ■ man "whose 
hands arc dyed in the blood of his fcllow-inan. " The de- 
fendant's attorneys immediately moved for a mi-trial, using 
the language of the prayer aa a ground therefor, which the 
court was compelled to grant Does ii not seem that the 
preachers are afflicted with the meddler's itch to such tin 

extent thai they become more undesirable every day! 
* * * 

The dogmatism of the church begat doubt and the doubt- 
, r began to study the bible. Instead of tindim.' it the stor- 
age house of wisdom ami truth, he became convinced of its 
folly and falsehood, and Infidelity was horn. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Wi.AK.M.ss am. Stupidity of Hour. Help Othxm to 
Pnorrr. — Biblical Advick < !juticibko.— Uxlioioh 
ami Tin: Natural Laws of Sooixtt. 

— Population. 

i By I hr. A. Qauaman. ) 
A> the third and very prolific cause of poverty we find 
individual faults, lark of application, physical and mental 
inability, laziness and improper use of money earned 

Thanks to the innate force of inertia ami the false teach- 
ing! of divine predestination, many people have not yet 
fully conceived the law of labor, ami look upon work which 
their own interest, compels them to do, a- a kind of injustice, 

Such people claim that the world owes them a living and 

often manage to live by their wits, which really means that 
they suhsist on the stupidity of other-, without doing any 

work. If they did not find weak-minded people to prey on, 

they would s. m .11 discover that not the world owes them a 

living, hut that they themselves do. A very important 
source of poverty is misappropriation of labor, which 
means to use the assignation of the common wealth, the 

money, to procure luxuries of purely imaginary value. In 

order to get an idea of how much lahor i- wanted withoul 
receiving any useful equivalent, it is only- necessary to 
consul! tin' statistics of the United States, In 1*70, for 
instance, the consumption of tobacco amounted to over 
ninety million-, the consumption <>f intoxicating liquors to 
one hundred and seventy-two millions ; together in a round 
sum, two hundred and sixty three million-. Doubtless, of 
this iiiiiiii'ii-i' sum a large share has been contributed by the 
people w ho ought not to spend a cent for such unwholesome 
luxuries. In the same year the property of the church is 
valued at .'!."» 1 millions, which mean- a dead I SI to society 

of all the labor this sum represents. In a bible issued in 
1889, I find the following Statistical item- taken from the 
report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, for 1**7. 
•fissions, 5 million-: clergymen's salaries, l-' millions; 
education, '•><; million-: tobacco, 600 million-: iiquon aid 
beer, 900 millions. This extract does not give the church 
property which has to he added to the unprofitable invest- 
ment- of society. Much of this <lea'l account was undoubt- 
edly furnished by people who bad good reason to use every 
cent tor the purchase of the necessities of life. What pro- 
portion of poverty must he attributed to this pause i- Im- 
possible to ascertain, hut from personal observation I am 

inclined to believe that the share must bfl a rather large one. 

Being employed in an isolated mining camp, I had a good 
opportunity t<i observe what use the men nu de •<( their 
bard* earned dollars. Regularly on pay day a Catholic 

priest WOUld make his appearance and collect a handsome 
sum from the faithful for the future benefit of their souls 



and the present welfare of the church. Some of the men 
would go to the settlement and spend the fruit of a month's 
hard lahor in a few day- of riotous living, gambling, drink 
Ing, etc. Thus they wasted the WagM of their lahor, re- 
ceiving no value in return, supporting persons win. did not 

< tribute anything t" the welfare of society. The priest, 

gambler and whiskey seller lived by their wits, or rather on 
the Stupidity of their patron-. Henry George says: "The 
demand of consumption determines the direction in which 
lahor will he expended In 'production," and very nearly 
gives expression to one of the fundamental principles of the 
lahor question. The above named occupations are cer- 
tainly not productive, and the passage ought to read: "The 
inducements bold out by the majority will determine the 
direction in which a tingle individual must apply his fac- 
ulties," The above named individuals were tin fittest; the 
men who gave them their money, the losers. 

To these causes of poverty must he added another im- 
portant factor, by which the evil i- not only intensified, hut 
often transferred upon the next generation, Matrimony. 

There is no subject in regard to which mora prejudice 
exists and which is treated with more reserve a. id hypocrisy 
than this social instil ut ion. Although its sole object is the 
gratification of a powerful animal instinct, the church has 
attached to it a spurious moral significance, made it a re- 
ligious rite, a "sacrament," a- we were taught in school. 
I describing the unwholesome condition of the poorer classes, 
the gloomy picture of famished women and children is 
always brought hefore the reader a- a never f.i ili Dg appeal 
to his sympathy. Hut everything in it- place; if a physic 
ian has to find the Seal of a dis C OS C he must strictly follow 

the rules i f his science as the only way to benefit the 

patient, — his sympathy is of no avail. It i> tic same with 
a social disorder. Want is material, ami in searching for 

the mechanical causes we must put aside all sentiment and 

BO-called moral reflections ami deal with facts only. Mat 

rimony is one of the moat prolifit sources of poverty; ir 
engenders ami aggravate! misery. The advice of the Bible, 
"Be fertile and multiply,*' may lie worth heeding in a lo- 
cality where there i- r i enough for ;'n increase of popu- 
lation, hut under the peculiar conditions created by the 
svstem of division of lahor, it is incurring a great risk to 

obey the precept. At another place was demonstrated the 

impossibility of balancing production and consumption in 
the different branches of lahor ami the statement made that 
any existence based on such uncertain occupation must Ik- 
likewise uncertain and subject t<» fluctuations which no 
power caii control. People who marry -hi such an insecure 
basis of support, earning barely enough to live from hand 
to mouth, are liable to he thrown from poverty into want 
by any unforeseen, unavoidable event, for instance, sickness 
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or other calamities, probably without their fault, but never- 
theless followed by the lame dire results. While ■ single 

person can easier save MUMS money and go somewhere cl-o 

in seareh of employment, it N different with married people, 
[f two people depend on the labor of one, be is deprived 01 
hi- liberty to a great extent snd made the slave of elrcum- 
stances. The trite phrase thai three will find enough tn eat 
wliere the table is set for two, will be found a delusion win n 
tried in practice. With the increase of the family, tin cares 
and sorrows will grow in proportion. It is the inevitable, 
suffering family, whose existence seems to be assumed as 
self-evident, which imparts a pathetic, touching character 
i" poverty and forms the basis on which the wage question 
is generally discussed. 

.Must that l»e so? The impulse of love b i natural in- 
winel which it is natural toobey, bul blit* inexorable physical 
laws pay no attention t<> anj moral >r ilhic dictate*, which 
im human and may !>• wrong. ft is ■ pro/wion <>f 'he 

statutes that ignoraUOS of the law is no excuse for breaking 
ii. and this maxim applies with far greater foTOB to the 
law- of nature; they assert their power without any regard 
to the welfare of their creatures. Han possesses the same 
instinct of sympathy Bl the animals, hut is able, by virtue 

of his higher intellect, to give it a wider application in re- 
gard to time. While the animal obeys implicitly the in- 
stinct of propagation, without being able to premeditate 

the effect of it- snrroUndingS upon the future welfare of 

its offspring, man has the ability to take into consideration 

the influence of the natural factors which must determine 
the fate of the children. Is it. right to put children into 
this world when you know that the curse of poverty will 

l.e their only legacy ? 

An analysis of the relations between religion ami the 
natural laws of society, showed that the deleterious effect 
of its teachings OOUSistS in substituting a false motive to 
human actions arising from natural instincts, without any 
regard to the inevitable mechanical sequences. Thus 
religion grants the gratification of tic pas-ion of love on 
condition of performing certain rites and pretends to re- 
lieve thereby the parties of nil future responsibilities. 

"Do not, care for tomorrow, for the lord who feeds the 
raven in the lields will take care of you," or something 

similar, says the bible, Bul everybody knows thai this is 

one of the grOSS lie- of religion; that the lord neither feeds 

tbe birds nor the people, hut thai they must die, as thou- 
sands did in olden limes, if the supply of fool gives*' Out, 
If people pacify their conscience with these .-heap morals 

of religion, they do not avert the grave consequences of an 
imprudent act, and then they h.ok around in vain for some- 
body else whom they might hold responsible and turn 
against society at large. They say, like the Vicar of Wake- 
field, that "an bonest man w] uirried and brought up a 

large family did a greater service to his country than one 
who lived single," and expect the stale, the (oiintry, to 
acknowledge this service by irivitii;- them material aid in re- 
turn. Hut if they would candidly sound their ow n motives, 



they must admit that nothing hut personal egoism, the de- 
sire to love, induced them to marry, and if thev would ask 
the opinions of all the other members of society, they 
would learn that nobody considers himself ncnetited by 
their action ami that nobody cares whether th; y have any 
children or n t. It is tomewhat different with the abso- 
lute monarchies where the word of the long; "l'</at e'ert 
mot," -till holds good and the food for the cannon must be 
replenished, hut. in this country, the only one i:>. the world 
where the government is rec gniaed, a- the mrnn.s for in* I i - 
vidua! "life, liberty and pursuit of happiness," and not as 
the object of individual exi-tence, the words of the good 
Vicar of Wakefield are a delusion, and every one believing 
in them and emulating this precedent, docs so on his own 
risk. 

The deleterious effect 1 f generating children under con- 
ditions which do not afford the means of rearing them like 
civilized beings, has been recognised by a lady in England, 
Mr-. A. r.e-ant. who has written a hook on this subject, 
recommending some mean- to check the increase of impu- 
tation. As might be expected fr m anv publication which 
offends ll rthodox doctrines of the church, it was ar- 
raigned before the worldly court under the charge of being 
immoral, but a comparison with the filth and corruption 
in the holy bible had the unexpected result that reason was 
victorious in an English court. I have been informed that 
this rendition of the episode is not correct and I give it 
with reserve. 

i To be continued | 



If Christians who worship at Jehovah's shrine cannot 
live in peace on earth, how is it to he expected that they 
will foster unity in heaven where thev have jot to be for 

all timel At Easton, Pa., pastor Howard! FT. Long, of 
the Reformed Church, has been arrested for stealing oil 
from the Lutherans, and the Reformed church members 
caused the arrest of s number of Lutherans on a charge of 

malicious mi-chief in tearing down a coal bin. The trouble 
came up because both sects worshipped in the same church 
building. What -aims die christian religion can produce! 

* * * 

Ignorance accept- religion because of the miraculous, 
and for the same reason intelligence rejects it. 

* * # 

One Lexington preacher insists that men make a mi-take 
by "judging god from the bible instead of judging the bible 
by god." As we can know thC bible ami can not know god 
except by the bible, men have no other means of judging 
god or his book, ami that judgment must necessarily be 
adversely rendered concerning both. 

* * * 

If miracles could be thev would brim;- about interrup- 
tions in the harmony of nature, an. I render man the inno- 
cent -port of the caprices and whims of the powers working 

them. 
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AN EASTER OFFERING. 



(By A. B. Bennetl | 
As is enatomarjr in nil ehurehee, why 

cannot we. iis Freethinkers, imitiili ! 

Christian friends by offering to oar risen 
Lord, whoee trinity is Reason, Common 
Sense mid Liberty, a trinity thai lias made 

tor progress wherever practiced. 

Woiilil yon fo to Hussia. to Spain. Italy. 

Portngal or bfexieo, eountriee that have ■ .t 

yet thrown off the galHag yoke of church 
mid state, and expect to liud liheity. or 
liuan ]tropn>ss? Decidedly not, And th's 
is because those virtues of civic lite are 

Incompatible wiCh existing conditions, and 

are held in thrnlldom by a h t of parasit- 
ical priests and preachers. 

Therefore, as true Freethinkers, wc owe 
to one of the grandest causes the w nhl has 

ever known — Unman liberty— a debt of 

trratitude that can only he paid with the 
price of eternal vigilance. This irlorioim 
trinity of FrsethoBghl has already risen. 
Its horisoa is Ulnainad with an Aurora 

Boraahs that all men nay lee and enjoj 
its streaming light, 

An Renter offering for the lieen Lord of 
Praetbooghl I herewith eneloss in the form 

of g2.sa 

Norwalk. Conn. 



Give E'm Fits. 



That's what 'iHE 

■CAR LET IHADOW,' 
Wiiltnr llur'.'a great Did- 
teal novel. do*a to th<> 
foicea of bigotry and su- 
pd stii Inn And the BSS 
ular press of the country 
goaded hy the ehurcl 
alement, Is throwing s 
over It, lOO. No othW 
lovel of thin flSOSS'a has 
been so widely and no 
bitterly denounced l>y 

orthodax erlttss whleti 
la sufficient jcoof that it 
la all right It hna ere 
ated a t.enaatlon In con- 
aervatlve circles and 
auieil connternatlor 
among the clergy. 

Ii la entliualastlcall; 
endor ed hy leadlni 
Krii'lt nlnkern through- 
out the world. Ton at 

know how Hurt can write an** In thin bool 
he ta at Us heat It la an .iegant volume 
fit to ornament the fluent llhrary; containing 
422 pages, printed on hea / egg-shell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $160. postpaid 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Ky. 




Murray's Clearance Sale 

Byron's Forbidden Fruit," Paul Berts 
Jesuit Montis," Tolstoi's -Root of Kvll." 
BllCOX's "BacrcgaeSS of .Man. ' '•Livingston 
and the Boers," Murray's ' British Land- 
lord," "Honas and the Prophets," "3!i 
fropocltions of a Pagan s R( liglon," "The 

Opan Challenge, Pan ComnuiHlinenta," 
B'bte Texts, etc.. etc. Th<? total retail 
price of the lot com< s to 60 cents. I will 
send the Whole together, postpaid, for M 
01 nts. These pamphlets will suit the fol- 
lowers of Voltaire, Thomas Paine and Aris- 
totle. They will not phase Atheists. 

NORMAN HURRAY, 



POPULAR LINE 
SOUTH 




Cincinnati 

Chattanooga 
Atlanta 

Birmingham 

Knoxville 

Ashville 

Savannah 

Jacksonville 
Mobile 
/icksburg 
Shreveport 

New Orleans 

and 
Texas Points 
For rates and print -d matter, ad- 
dress 

W. C. Rinearson, O P. A., 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

\V. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker, 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business In (leorgla, Ala- 
bama and Indiana. 



JUST OUT! 

NAMING SONG AND BURIAL SONG 
FOR FREETHINKERS. 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 

PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these BODgl lop, 1 in- 

benefit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful and 
thoiiKhtftil. It II ii personal 
department In the WHEEL 



You find yourself walling 
with Interest for what "Mill" 
has to say next. 



mp PROCLSSIONor PLANFTS 

' IS f Hi GRI Al M W BOOK. IF KOU 1 U 

wonJd shy the Eiuh Mtet, wrlic lo (be miliar lor i 
' .'scrinilnn ol It: II stiosMlu 1 mt minions nl miner. Address 
. IANMJM II. Jlh All). bmloiiA. I0i ANGEUS, Cilllornlk 



W*' W"f\N rtMKRICrtN 
«T W MflDONNfl' l-, ser- 

^1 r lal running In the WHEEL 
"BILL* 1 OF LIFE. It Is written by 
Mnrv l\e» Todd, the ablest writer of 1,1 hern I 
flctlon since Urant Allen, and Is a beam Iful 
presentation Of the essentially modern 
problem ol the Woman In Muslness. 

THE. WH&&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKKilNH, thcorlulii of Marriage, of F.thlcs, 
Of Kellglon, of Hrotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
II on ,n Instincts and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treat lug- nil subjects 
In such a clear, pin In and spicy way t lint I be 
dust Is shaken out, and they become as In- 
t i ri'-tlnu as m novel to even the casual 
reader. Hend lOcents for a six months' trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE'' bv Joseph Medlll l'atterson, 
author of "a LITTLE BROTH EE oFTHK 
KIOH." sent without extr, charge with a 

it nt lis' trial subscription to the WHEEL 

OF LIFE, Address 

LIFE TUB. CO., Desk A, St. Louis, Mo. 



Nauman's Orchestra 

K. I). \ A I'M AN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 
or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Des.red. 

Over BOO pecs of the best music, suitable 

tor any program, always on land. 
Phone 128 1-2. Lock fox 800. 
CIGOURNEY, - • - " - IOWA. 

$2,000.00 SALARY' 

WANTED. The Church of Human- 

itj u;mis a competent lecturer and organ- 
izer to do Held work in taaabjflg the tUs- 
, series thai BO real gad exists and that 

death ends life forever; ami to organise 

those who lean: them into local hrancli 
churches. A salary of WflQQ annually is 

, Bared for the services of ■ man or mom- 
si mpetenl to (III the position. For par- 
ticulars, address 

W. H. KERR. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Secuki Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Hxr.on.ii Criti 
deiti in Pontic*, Science an- Heiigion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at 1854 Queen St. Wast. To 
rnnU), Canada. Terms, SI per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis, "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
*>ooks, printing, etc., should be addressed — 
C. M. ELLIs, Proprietor and Publisher, 

Toronto, Can. 
GRADUATION GIFTS. 



What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted in Ring, Fin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, $20 
and up. They are indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in Its orbit; neither do they 
;ver depreciate in value. Or n Gold Watch, 
which is useful during life, as well as 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES 

I^arge (6) size Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-Ailed, hunting case; latest 
style, artistic hand-cnased, 7 jewels, $9; II 
jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size, 7 jewels, $11; 15 jewels. $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All in 
velvet box, prepaid, wi guarantee Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAINS, FOBS, OR LONG GUARDS 
Latest styles, best filled, $2, |J, $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) size, Hnmpden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, band-chased or "engine-turned," gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
"Gen 1 Stark, 15 Jewels $15; "Deuber 
Grand." 17 Jewels, adjusted, Hi.M; "John 
Hancock." 21 Jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In 
open fare screw ease, $1.00 1( ss. Also, In 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watches not here 
enumerated. Jewelry. Rings, Silverware, ,n- 
gersoll Spoons, Freethought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Ouage. and my tract, "The- 
ism in the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as nfar as possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN. 

La Grange, Cook County, III. 



SEEDS 

Fresh, ■•liable. Pure 
Guaranteed to PUsie 

Every Gardener and 

Planterthoulil test the 
■uperlor n.er'.taof Our 
NortnernQrownSaeda. 

special •rrEit 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will -end postpaid oar 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

1 pkt. 00 fit? Ti.mn'o . . . . tO» 

1 pkf. Priaem Kadlih . . • i !<>• 

1 pit. RalMlrewIni (>Urr . . , tOe 

1 pt|. I .r 17 Irr.. Ii. »l I >I.M(» . . | !»• 

I pkjr. Kullrrton Hartal Lattaae • a a Me 
alaa It Yarlellaa Cheiaa Na»ar Meeda . . Hi 

•1.00 

Write today I Rand 10 canto «o halp par poetaee an I 
parking and receive the abova "Famoua Collection," to- 
gakher with our New end Instructive Harden (luide. 

ORKATNOKTIIKKN SEKD CO. 
1551 Kose St. RorkiWd, Minims 




SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

or 

tleald's Religious Stickers 

The same being short quotations fror> 
uur Deaf Heavenly Father, " "Our Bless- 
Baalum's a»s," "Mary Christ", 
Our Friend, he Devil," and other person 
.u'. s of sacred memory. 

Tl •* arc iu table for sticking on church 
doors, and other objects where they will do 
the most good in spreading the "glad tid- 
ings of great joy." ■ 
1 tit I April 1. 1009. address— 

FRANKLIN HKALD. 

Clrclevllle, Ohla 



'The Woman and 



The Prospector" 1)0 Yoa BcHcvc 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be In the 
hands of all who are opposed to supers i- 
tlon and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, nirdieal legislation 
and the admnistration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

FREE TRIP to tJte 
PACIFIC COAST 

ARE YOU ONE 
of the many thous- 
ands who want to 
explore this w on— 
derland 1111 




SUNSET 
MAGAZINE 

has instituted a new 
department, m ROM 
special work it is 
to put within the 
reach of every one an opportunity to 
•ee the FAR WEST. Write for 
Sample Copy. :: ; : :: :: 

For full particular aJJreaa 

Sunset Travel Club 

16 Flood Building, San i rancisco, Gal. 

WATE R^PO W E R M OTORS 
and 

WATER FANS. 

Machine nr,d Hardware RpeclnltiCI :it order. 
CLEVELAND specialty MFC. CO. 
Cleveland-So. Brooklyn. Ohio 



That We Humans are as Important m 

Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Do yo'i believe that we "grown ups," 
and eve.i the Children, shjuld know au. 
much Shout otirsehi = n? we know abo>- 
FUhe-. rtoW«r« nn ' FtogsV 

Do \nu believe In Belter Fiogeny. a More 
Blevatad Race anyway 1 

If so, pend ! 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be tn the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St.. Los Angeles. California, U. S. A 
Samples ten cents. Trial three montht 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 31 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

A New Itooklet showing up the contradlo 
lions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus't he thing to pass around among 
your rallgioua friends to "Jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soo- 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, IB 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1112 Biddl Stn et, San Francisco, Cal 



SEEDS 

BUCa BEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

' Made to build New Baelaeae. A trial will 1 
make you our permanent customer. 



mm C9ii«ti9n ^ms 1 

11 the flneat : Teralp. 7 •plmdM ; <>«i..a. > beat vane- 
lea; 10 »i« i' «■"■ •«.n.,« liuii.. i. j venture In aU. 
1.1 \lt\MKI II TO PLEASE. 

Write to-day; Mention this Piper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

l to cover poetaee anil packlnf and receive thla valuable 

i CollaitiOO of *WOI puatpald. t.*rthvr with .„, bl| 

In.truc-tl.e. Heaulirul ».ed and 1'lant Book. 

I Will all about tba Beat teriellei of SeeJa, Planta, ate. 

k H. W. BuckbM. 1 Vl w VMSkH&W 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the (ircatt Ml Bool of modern times on the theory of Evolution npplio<l to Sociology. 

It will shortly be istn< <1 in hook form l»y the BlueGiwa Blade, making a hook of nearly 500 pages. The auth r has 
dedicated ii to l*rof, Ernel Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All.chaiges of postage will he prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters arc now in the press and publication in hook form will Immediately 
follow its seriul publication in the blade columns. 

Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 

CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 



The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 

By PARKER H. SERCOMBE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 

"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to lade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora eats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Hurhank and other suceessful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresponding application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, 9I.OO jj>15.00 the hundred 



$2.00 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 5<*h|:St., Chicago. 111. 



